
Defending 
Free Enterprise
and the Merit Shop

Legislative Issues Overview

We believe that free enterprise is fundamental to our Nation’s success. 
“Merit Shop” means that contractors and employees should be selected and rewarded 
based upon their performance, regardless of their union affiliation. 
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Associated Builders and Contractors, Inc.
The Voice of the Merit Shop

Associated Builders and Contractors (ABC) is a national construction industry trade 
association representing nearly 21,000 members. Founded on the merit shop 
philosophy, ABC and its 69 chapters help members develop people, win work 
and deliver that work safely, ethically, profitably and for the betterment of the 
communities in which ABC and its members work. ABC’s membership represents all 
specialties within the U.S. construction industry and is comprised primarily of firms 
that perform work in the institutional, industrial and commercial sectors.

To learn more about ABC’s history, goals and accomplishments, visit abc.org.

OVERVIEW
Project Labor Agreements (PLAs) are clauses inserted into construction contracts that force bidders to use mandated labor pools, often from 
faraway union halls, instead of their own employees. These forced relationships are not only discriminatory to open shop companies, but 
frequently force a project to exceed its budget and schedule, and exclude local labor.

Most recently, Shell announced that a PLA was secured for the construction of the anticipated $6 billion ethane cracker plant, meaning that, 
despite the heavy utilization of public funds on this project, nearly 90% of the western Pennsylvania construction workforce will be prohibited 
from working on this project.

ABC SUPPORTS
• House Bill 373, introduced by Rep. Aaron Bernstein (R-Lawrence), would require advanced  
     public notice and access requirements to be posted for project labor agreements on public works.

• Senate Bill 104, introduced by Sen. Scott Martin (R-Lancaster), would bar the use  
     of project labor agreements (PLAs) on taxpayer-funded projects.

• Any legislation that would prohibit the use of Project Labor Agreements or  
     defund publicly-funded projects that insist on  excluding non-union labor. 

Government-Mandated Project Labor Agreements

Apprenticeship Reform

OVERVIEW
In 1961, Pennsylvania adopted a two-tiered system for training 
new employees in skilled trades. For signatory, or union, programs, 
one supervisory journeyman would be required to oversee each 
apprentice. For non-signatory, or open shop, programs, four 
supervisory journeymen would be required for each apprentice, 
quadrupling the employer’s burden to grow and develop a  
new workforce.  

ABC SUPPORTS
• Senate Bill 105, introduced by Sen. Scott Martin (R-Lancaster),  
     allows equal access to supervisor-to-trainee ratios for all  
     apprenticeship and training programs. 

• House Bill 559, introduced by Barbara Gleim (R-Cumberland),  
      codifies universal access to efficient supervision for apprentices.

ABC of Pennsylvania Legislative Office
David Greineder, 
   ABC PA Director of Government Affairs
Suite 407 
800 North Third Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17102 
Office:  (717) 653-8106
davidg@abcpa.org

Within Pennsylvania, ABC is comprised of five chapters  
that offer construction related skills training and advocate  
for free enterprise and the merit shop philosophy throughout 
the Commonwealth.

Industry Licensure

OVERVIEW
Industry licensing is intended to ensure that competent and ethical 
individuals are practicing in their occupation. Often, legislation 
crafted to purportedly protect consumer safety and welfare often 
creates inherent advantages for signatory businesses. 

ABC SUPPORTS
• Industry licensure in many trades, including plumbing and  
     elevator installation, that allows for equal access to training  
     programs and the right for a business owner to perform work  
     in all 67 counties.


